BOROUGH  OF  BRIDPORT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Urban 
District  Council. 


I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  state  of  the 
Borough,  in  1914  : — The  area  of  the  district  is  672  acres,  the  population  (Census, 
1911)  5,919.  The  rainfall  amounted  to  49‘2  ins.,  against  an  average  taken  for 
several  years  past  of  32.  The  water  supply  was  continuous  throughout 
the  year,  and  no  complaints  were  received.  The  samples  of  the  water  sent 
quarterly  for  analysis  were  found  satisfactory.  It  has  been  decided  that  in  future 
samples  shall  be  sent  half-yearly,  but  in  the  event  of  a complaint  being  made  from  any 
quarter,  a special  sample  will  be  taken,  and  analysed  at  any  time,  if  it  is  thought 
necessary.  There  are  about  100  dwellings  which  derive  their  water  from  wells.  A case 
of  enteric  fever  having  arisen  in  one  of  these  houses,  the  well  was  examined,  and  a sample 
of  the  water  taken.  The  well  was  found  to  be  faulty  in  construction,  and  so  located  in 
regard  to  the  drainage  as  to  be  very  liable  to  pollution.  The  water  on  analysis  was 
shown  to  be  highly  charged  with  organic  matter,  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  The 
well  has,  therefore,  been  closed.  As  two  of  the  adjacent  houses  depended  on  wells  for 
water,  the  latter  were  examined  and  the  water  tested,  with  the  result  that  one  of  the 
wells  had  to  be  closed.  In  all  then  two  have  been  closed,  and  the  respective  houses 
connected  up  with  the  town  water  supply. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Sewer  on  the  west  side  of  the  Harbour  at  West  Bay  has  now  been  connected 
with  the  main  Outfall  Sewer  on  the  East  Beach.  Efficient  drainage  has  thereby  been 
provided  for  the  Bungalows  and  Houses  on  the  west  side  of  the  Harbour.  The  Closet 
Accommodation  of  the  town  is  inadequate  for  the  smaller  dwellings.  This  deficiency  is 
being  met  in  the  course  of  the  housing  survey.  Fifteen  cases  of  this  kind  have  been 
dealt  with  in  the  year,  and  the  accommodation  made  sufficient.  Sanitary  Inspections 
numbered  52  ; these  included  14  defects  of  flushing,  10  accumulations  of  manure,  12 
choked  drains  and  gullies,  5 defective  ventilating  stacks. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Of  formal  samples,  two  medicines  made  according  to  prescriptions  were  examined. 
No  informal  samples  were  taken. 

BAKEHOUSES,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  AND  DAIRIES. 

These  were  generally  inspected  by  me  in  the  course  of  the  year.  They  were  all  in 
good  condition  and  well  conducted.  A sample  of  milk  from  a particular  dairy  was 
examined  bacteriologically  in  connection  with  the  occurrence  of  a case  of  enteric.  It 
was  found  to  be  quite  free  from  suspicion. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS. 

As  regards  water — for  routine  anabasis  samples  will  in  future  be  sent  to  the 
Count}’  Analyst.  For  bacteriological  analysis — samples  both  of  water  or  milk,  food,  or 
anv  other  suspicious  substances  will  be  sent  to  the  King’s  College  laboratories  in 
London — as  determined  by  the  Council. 

THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACT. 

Six  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  two  of  erysipelas,  one  of  enteric  fever.  In 
four  of  the  diphtheria  cases  the  disease  occurred  in  the  Union.  I inspected  the 
sanitary  arrangements  at  that  institution  and  made  certain  recommendations  to  the 
Guardians.  These  were  adopted  and  the  sanitary  defects  are  in  course  of  being 
rectified.  The  case  of  enteric  and  one  case  of  diphtheria  were  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  former  ended  fatally. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

This  Hospital  has  been  well  attended  to.  A steam  disinfector  of  the  “ Reck  ” type 
has  been  installed  there,  and  is  working  satisfactorily.  Disinfection  of  premises  was 
effected  in  four  instances  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  typhoid  fever.  The  schools  are  in 
good  sanitary  condition,  and  no  more  than  two  or  three  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  arose  in  them.  Education  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  was  much 
hampered  by  an  extensive  outbreak  of  measles.  On  that  account  the  infants’ 
department  of  the  General  School  was  closed  from  12th  January  to  6th  February;  the 
infants’  department  of  the  Church  School  from  22nd  January  to  20th  February.  In 
November  and  December  large  numbers  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  and  chicken  pox 
were  reported  to  me  by  the  school  authorities. 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

There  has  been  no  actual  insufficiency  of  dwellings  for  the  working  classes,  but 
there  is  a distinct  need  of  healthy,  habitable  houses  for  them.  No  case  of  overcrowding 
was  reported  during  the  year.  In  recent  years  26  new  houses  have  been  built  by  the 
Council  and  28  by  private  enterprise.  106  premises  were  inspected  in  the  year.  The 
area  of  inspection  included  the  east  and  west  sides  of  South  Street,  Manchester  Place, 
Edwards’  Place,  and  South  Bridge  Cottages ; the  number  found  unfit  for  habitation  was 
fill.  No  representations  for  closing  orders  were  made,  and  no  actual  closing  orders.  72 
dwellings  have  been  or  are  in  course  of  being  repaired  and  being  made  sanitary.  The 
defects  in  their  general  character  consisted  of  damp  walls,  defective  roofs,  guttering  and 
ventilation,  insanitary  condition  of  rooms,  faulty  yard  paving  and  drainage. 

FLOOD  PREVENTION. 

With  a view  to  preventing  the  floods  in  winter  which  have  arisen  from  time  to 
time  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  near  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Brit  and  Asker,  a new 
bridge  has  been  erected  with  increased  waterway  below  their  confluence,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  construct  a tumbling  w'eir  at  the  junction  of  these  streams  in  order  to  carry 
off  the  water  more  satisfactorily. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  tubercular  disease  was  notified.  Of  these  17  were 
pulmonary  infections  and  9 were  infections  of  other  tissues  or  organs.  Disinfection  of 
infected  premises  after  death  was  carried  out  in  eight  instances.  The  tuberculosis 
dispensary  which  was  established  in  the  town  in  March  last,  together  with  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  made  for  sending  suitable  cases  to  sanitoria  and  for  the  visits  to 
the  patients  in  their  homes,  has  already  proved  a great  help  in  combating  this  disease. 
By  means  of  the  S5fstem  of  thoroughness  which  centres  in  that  institution,  and,  too, 
through  the  medical  inspection  of  the  children  in  the  schools,  it  has  become  possible  to 
obtain  a more  exact  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  the  district.  During  last 
vear  some  40  patients  belonging  to  the  borough  attended  the  dispensary — many  of  them 
with  great  benefit.  It  is  too  early,  however,  to  attempt  to  summarise  the  advantage  of 
the  special  treatment  in  vogue  at  present.  A nurse  is  attached  to  the  institution,  who 
also  acts  as  health  visitor  in  the  towm.  In  the  course  of  her  duty  she  visits  ever\f 
tuberculous  patient  once  in  three  months,  and  in  special  cases  as  often  as  is  necessary. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  births  numbered  92,  as  against  119  in  1913.  The  birth  rate  worked  out  at 
15,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  23‘6.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  was  100,  as  against  99  in  the  previous  3’ear,  giving  a rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  of  18,  the  rate  for  the  whole  country  being  13’9.  The  total  deaths  belonging 
to  the  district  was  96.  The  average  age  at  death  was  55.  The  incidence  at  different 
periods  of  life  was  as  follows: — 


Under  1 5^ear  - - - 4 against  3 in  1913. 

1 ,,  and  under  5 years  3 ,,  1 ,, 

5 15  4 2 

15  ,,  ,,  25  ,,  6 ,,  1 ,, 

25  „ „ 65  „ 25  „ 42 

65  and  upwards  52  ,,  44  ,, 

As  regards  the  cause  of  death,  I have  tabulated  those  of  special  interest. 
Phthisis,  8 as  against  6 in  1913. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases,  2 as  against  6 in  1913. 
Cancer  - - - 7 ,,  10  ,, 

Heart  Disease  - - 12  ,,  7 ,, 

Pneumonia  - - 4 ,,  5 ,, 


The  causes  are  fully  set  forth  in  Table  III.  of  my  Report.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
the  small  number  of  deaths  in  infant  life  and  the  absence  in  this  year  and  many 
previous  ones,  of  an  outbreak  of  epidemic  enteritis  amongst  infants  and  young  children. 
As  is  usually  the  case,  50  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  old  age.  The  toll  levied 
by  cancer,  phthisis,  and  heart  disease  has  not  varied  much  in  the  last  ten  years. 


TROOPS  STATIONED  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Local  Govenment  Board  I put  myself  in 
communication  with  the  Officer  Commanding  in  each  instance,  but  no  question  of 
a sanitary  nature  arose  to  require  my  co-operation  in  that  year. 

THE  PORT  OF  BRIDPORT. 

32  vessels  from  foreign  ports  entered  in  the  year,  30  sailing,  two  steam.  The  ships 
were  inspected.  No  case  of  sickness  was  reported.  41  coastwise  vessels  came  into  the 
harbour.  No  sanitary  orders  were  called  for  as  a result  of  the  inspections  made. 


{Signed), 

WALTER  E.  MANBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


9th  March,  1915. 
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